Educators ask for a better copyright
Joint Letter on the education exception in the proposal for a Directive on Copyright in
the Digital Single Market, 16 January, 2018
Dear MEP,
We, educators, teachers, students, vocational trainers, researchers, scientists, librarians,
archivists and museum professionals, provide education on a daily basis. We teach, we
learn, we create and exchange information for the benefit of European society. We want a
copyright framework that enables us to provide modern, innovative education. Education fit
for the Europe of the 21st century. Copyright needs to be reshaped in order to facilitate
modern education which spans the lives of learners, and takes place in a variety of
formal and informal settings, online as well as offline.
We strongly support the European Commission’s decision to update the framework of
educational exceptions and introduce a new, mandatory exception. Unfortunately, t
he
current proposal for a Directive on Copyright in the Digital Single Market (DSM
proposal) does not meet the needs of educators and educational institutions. On the
contrary, it will function as a straitjacket that introduces a fragmented legal landscape and
legal uncertainty. It might also mean significant, additional costs for some member states.
Instead of supporting a broad lifelong-learning sector that includes in particular adult
education and workforce training – the reform will apply only a narrow range of formal
establishments. Instead of supporting innovative use of digital communication to extend the
mission of educational institutions, it will serve as a barrier to online education. And instead
of facilitating use of a broad range of resources available to educators and learners today, it
will support an outdated model that limits education to one-size-fits-all, mass-produced
textbooks.
We would like to bring your attention to the following problems with the Commission’s
proposal:
#1: A limited exception instead of a mandatory one
Educators should not need to be lawyers to understand what they can and cannot do. We
believe in transparency. Educators would benefit from an education exception on which
educators can rely across the European Union. Unfortunately, the European Commission’s
proposal will maintain the fragmented legal copyright framework when it comes to education
as long as licenses can overrule the exception. The consequence of the proposal is that
legal uncertainty will be maintained.
#2 Remuneration should not be mandatory
Some members of the European Parliament propose mandatory remuneration for
educational uses. Currently, 17 member states have exceptions for educational purposes
that are completely or largely unremunerated. In these countries educators can use

